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 First of all, the main reason why I chose this project is because I 
knew the French Education was totally different from the American 
one. That way, I really wanted to know more about something which 
was completely unknown for me. Having the opportunity to go to 
Oklahoma was the only way to be on place, observe and take note of 
all the informations I could gather so as to achieve my projet.  
         More than just going there to visit and learn more about the 
Oklahoma City History, we stayed several days in Westmoore High 
School, one of the three Moore Public Schools in Oklahoma City. In 
this way, I could attend many different courses and see how huge 
was the differences between our French school education, and their 
one. Moreover, being in the High school helped me to be integrated 
as if I were an american student for several days. From the start of 
the day until its end, I lived as if I were part of the daily american 
student life.  

                

                Actually, while I was there, I had the opportunity to meet lot 
of people who was concerned about the American Education.  

        Indeed, I was placed in a family where my host mother had a 
bachelors degree in psychology and a masters degree in education so her 
job was a teacher in her own primary school that she founded, and my 
host father had a bachelors degree in technology engineering and his job 
was teaching as a carpentier in a High School called “Yukan High 
School”. That way, it was easier for me to ask them questions 
because I knew they were totally concerned about the American 

Education.  
          

 



  
                  Besides, as I were in the High school, I met lot of students of 

different grade, and asked them all the questions i could wonder. Plus, 
the fact that I met a councellor during one hour really helped me to 
know more about the different courses each student of each grade 
could choose, etc … 

               To sum up, I could say that spending these 2 weeks in Oklahoma 
city was the perfect opportunity to achieve my project and discover 
things I wouldn’t even think about on its completion. 

 

             The goal of this study is to answer the main questions about the 
American high school system. It will cover the most important aspects 
of this type of school and explain how it works. By comparing it with 
the French school and educational system, the reader gets a better 
picture of the system. Most of the information about the American 
high school system included in this report is taken from an experience 
which come from Westmoore High School in oklahoma City, which I 
attended for several days. As high schools in the United States differ 
from state to state and even from school to school within a state or 
school district, Westmoore High can only serve as one example taken 
from a vast variety of high schools in the US. 

 

                
            

                  

                 

Now, Let’s start from the 
summary … 
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 When the student finished the middle school, parents have 

to choose a high school where their child will go to. In other words, 

parents “don´t pick a school”  for their child, they “pick an address, 

either by renting an apartment or buying a home” . The address 

decides which school their child will attend. Americas´ states are 

divided into several school districts, each in control of a given area. 

By telling the local school district or school their prospective address, 

parents can find out which school their child will attend. Often the 

boundaries of cities are not those of school districts. It may be 

“possible for children on one street to attend one district and children 

just up the street or on the next block to be assigned to another 

district”. 
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1) SCHOOL ORGANIZATION  

  The school day of a student consists of seven periods . The year has 

two semesters of eighteen weeks each. After every six weeks, a 

grading period ends, and students get a progress report that shows 

their results and grades up to that point. At the end of every semester, 

students receive their report card. This document reports the grades 

for the semester that will go on permanent record, the transcript. 

Besides, parents and teachers meet twice a year in order to talk about 

the studies of the student, his behaviour, and all that concern his life in 

High School.  

 

Holidays  
  From October 20th -21st = Fall Break 

  From Noverber 23th  - 25th = Thanks giving 

  From December 22nd - January 2nd = Winter Break 

  From March 19th  -  23rd = Spring break 
 
 

 

A) Global sight of the school 

 



  

 

Moore Public Schools CALENDAR 



 
Bell Schedule of Westmoore High School  

 

 Zero Hour = 7:10 – 8:05 

 First hour = 8:10 – 9:07 

 Second hour = 9:12 – 10:12 

 Third Hour = 10:17 – 11:14 

 First Lunch (9th) = 11:14 – 12:00 

 Fourth Hour (9th) = 12:00 – 12:58 

 Fourth Hour (10th/11th/12th) = 11:19 – 12:14 

 Second Lunch (10th/11th/12th) = 12:14 – 1:03 

 Fith Hour = 1:03 – 2:00 

 Sixth hour = 2:05 – 3:02 

 

  

 I was with a Sophomore student, and his schedule was: 

 1rst H = World History 

 2nd H = Speech Class 

 3rd H = Mathematics (Algebra II) 

 4th H = Chemistry 

 LUNCH BREAk  

 5th H = French 

 6th H = English  

 

       (Schedule of his 1srt semester) 

 

 

 

 



2) Staff in High School 

  

 Like in France, a High school is composed of many members who 

have different purposes and different commitments. Of course, they 

all have a major place in the working of the High School.  

The Principal, who is the headmaster of the High school, is 

responsible for all areas of educational leadership. Indeed, this 

includes the education and welfare of all students, the management of 

staff and staff welfare development, all educational programs, learning 

outcomes, and finally the management of the school property and 

developing partnerships between the school and the school 

community. 

The one who assists the principal in leading and managing the school 

is called the Deputy Princial, and they both form the senior executive 

in the school.  

 Then come the Head Teachers, who are an integral part of the school 

leadership team and their role is to support the principal and deputy 

principal(s) in leading and managing the school. They are accountable 

to the principal for the provision of leadership in their specific 

curriculum area including educational programs, learning outcomes, 

student welfare, staff welfare, development and management, school 

and community partnerships and other areas as delegated by the 

principal. 

  After the Head teachers comes the Student Advisers, who are the 

surrogate parent for a particular year (for example Year 8) accepting 

responsibility for your child's learning and welfare while at school. 

The student adviser, who works closely with the school's welfare team 

and your child's classroom teachers, is often the first person a parent 

should approach to discuss any problems or issues about your child.  

 Finally come the Classroom Teachers. They are very important 

people for students. In high schools, as subjects are more specialised 

and require more in-depth knowledge, students have several specialist 

subject teachers. 

 



  

               Every day, students typically attend around 6 classes, each 45-

60 min with a 5 min break between classes. During these breaks, 

students often go to their personal locker to get the material needed for 

the next class. Indeed, they don’t have to carry a heavy bag in which 

there are all the books they need for the day, because all the books stay 

in their personal locker. The class schedule usually stays the same all 

along the week, from Monday to friday, with students attending the 

same classes in the same sequence each day for a term. The school day 

sometimes starts with an advisory period, a time when official 

announcements can be made or certain information can be given. 

Around 12 pm there is a lunch break, which is normally no longer than 

30 min, but as there are so many students in different grades, high 

schools often let the grades from freshment to senior one by one. That 

way, there’s less students who are having lunch at the same time. After 

classes are finished, students usually do other activities, such as sports, 

clubs, etc. (non-academic school life), work in their part-time job, or 

go home. What is convenient is that at age 16, students can drive, so 

they can leave the high school at lunch break and go to fast-foods or at 

their home.  

 



 

 

1) High School grades 
 

 

             

 The High School in the United States is a four-year-program. 

Although each grade level continues to follow the ascending 

numbering system (9th,10th,11th and 12th grade), the students in the 

grades are called respectively: 

   9th Grade      Freshman 
  10th Grade    Sophomore 
  11th Grade    Junior 
  12th Grade    Senior  

 Students are free to choose their own course of study, but they do not 

specialize in any particular subject. In general, a certain number of 

courses are required and these courses vary depending on the school 

district. There is an even greater variety of subjects than before. 

Students must earn a certain number of  credits (which they get for a 

successfully completed course) in order to graduate and be awarded 

with a High School Diploma – there is no final examination like in 

many other countries. 

 

 

 

 

B) Evolution of the students  

 

 



2/High school: Preparation for College 

 Students have to prepare for college very early. You can say that much 
of the time in high school is spent in preparing for college. Indeed, 
Students have to enroll in a certain type of course and they have to do 
that early. They need certain courses to enroll for college.  

 Every college requires a different amount and types of courses you 
have to have taken in high school to enroll for the respective college. 
Some colleges require 2 years of high school math at any level and no 
foreign language. Other universities expect 3 to 4 years of math and at 
least 2 years of a foreign language. Students have to take this in 
account if they want to go to college and they have to plan that early 
to have enough time to take those courses. 

 There are also some courses offered at some schools in which you can 
already receive credit hours for college. This differs in every school. 
Usually only the best are accepted to take those courses.  

 Another huge problem many of the students have is how to finance 
their college education because it is very expensive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 These are the required subjects the students must achieve at the end of 
his senior-year in order to be graduated : 

 
 



 

4 Units of English 

English I = grammar and composition, and literature 

English II = composition ans World Literature 

English III = composition and American Literature 

English IV = composition and English Literature 

 

3 Units of Mathematics – Passed in grades 9-12 

1Unit of Algebra I taught in contextual methodology 

2Units from courses options (Algebra II, intermediate Algebra, Geometry, Math 

analysis, Pre-Calculus, etc…) 

 

3 Units of Science 

1Unit of Biology or Biology I taught in contextual methodology 

2Units from a laboratory science from State Department of Education approved 

course work which may include but is not limited to the following courses: 

Chemistry I, Physics, Physical science, Earth Science, Zoology, Physiology, 

Astronomy, … 

 

3 ½ Units of Social Studies 

1Unit of World History 

1Unit of United States History 

1Unit of American Studies (Government) 

½ Unit of Oklahoma History 

 
 

½ Unit of Personal Financial Literacy 
 

1 Unit of Physical education, Athelics, Vocal Music, or instrumental Music 

 

8 units of electives 
(2Units of World Language or 2Units of computer courses are strongly 

recommanded) 

 

TOTAL= 23 Units 

 
Moore Public Schools Diploma Requirements 

 



  
            Most students across the country are enrolled in similar classes that 

cover the 4 standard fundamentals of the curriculum (English, math, 

social studies, science). In addition, there are many other elective 

classes to choose from, such as journalism, psychology, typing, 

computers, foreign languages, driver’s education, and so on. In larger, 

well-funded high school there are sometimes more than 50 different 

elective classes. The student has to select his classes prior to the 

beginning of the term with the help of a Guidance Counselor. In 

contrast to other school systems, there can be different difficulty 

levels of the same subject.  Each student of each grade is allowed to 

chose his Class Level of required courses and can chose his 4 

semesters of electives, more particulary 2 per semester. The 

Advanced Placement (AP) program is a curriculum in the United 

States which offers standardized courses to high school students that 

are generally recognized to be equivalent to undergraduate courses in 

college. Participating colleges grant credit to students who obtained 

high enough scores on the exams to qualify. 

 

 

 

            Here are the enrollements of Sophomore, Junior and Senior year : 

 

 



 
 

 

SOPHOMORE   ENROLLEMENT 



 
 
 

 

JUNIOR ENROLLMENT 



 
 
 

SENIOR ENROLLMENT 



 
       Quizzes are often given on a weekly basis to keep students 

focused and up-to-date on the material in the week's lesson. In-class 
tests at high schools seem to be administered less frequently than at 
middle and elementary schools and sometimes consist of only a 
midterm and a final test at the end of the semester. A popular kind of 
test in U.S. high schools is the multiple choice test* . 

 There are also standardized examinations that might be administered 
at schools once or twice a year. Most standardized exams in use in the 
United States have been created by a state department of education or 
a professional testing organization. They are used widely in U.S. 
schools to assess achievement levels. 
The educational system in the U.S. does not usually use the numerical 
grading system which is used widely across the world, but still, there 
are various kinds of grading systems in U.S. education. It is the 
responsibility of the individual educational institution to decide which 
system should be used.  

 The following could be a grading scale for the evaluation of a written 
exam (students get a grade according to their percentage of the perfect 
score)      

 
*Multiple choice is a form of assessment in which respondents are 
asked to select the best possible answer (or answers) out of the 
choices from a list. 
 

3) Grading Scale 



  

  
PERCENTAGE 

90 – 100 

80 – 89 

70 – 79 

60 – 69 

Below 60  

LETTER 
EQUIVALENT 

A 

B 

C 

D 

F 

RATING 

EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

AVERAGE 

PASS 

FAIL 

  The following board could be a grading scale for the evaluation of a 

written exam (students get a grade according to their percentage of the 

perfect score) : 

Sometimes, the grades are more specific, for instance: 

96 – 100 = A+ 

93 – 95 = A 

90 – 90 = A – 

 

Etc …. 



4) Graduation & prom 

          A high school diploma is a diploma awarded for the completion 

of High School. In the United States , it is considered the 

minimum education required for government jobs and higher 

education.  The high school diploma is the symbol of having 

successfully completed the basic education required by law for youths. 

Because of this, the presentation of the high-school diploma has 

become an adulthood rite, that is steeped in ritual. The high-school 

diploma is given to students at a ceremony called high-

school graduation. Students who have passed their courses will have 

their names called out, walk across a stage, and be handed their 

diplomas. Sometimes, students receive blank pieces of paper wrapped 

with a ribbon or empty leather binders during the graduation 

ceremony; when this occurs the actual diploma is received later. In the 

United States, most states require students to take and pass 

a standardized test before graduation. 

        Of course, students are enjoying this memorable event by 

celebrating it at the Prom, which is the most memorable night for 

American kids. In the United States , some high schools only allow the 

graduating class (Seniors) to have a prom. Some schools also allow 

grade 11 (Juniors) to hold a prom, and select high schools even hold 

proms for Freshmen and Sophomores. In other cases there is a 

combined Junior/Senior prom. Some American high schools and 

colleges that do not allow school-sponsored dances will host a 

Junior/Senior prom as a banquet instead of a dance. In fact, the 

preparation for the event is not less exciting, they ask dates, buy 

dresses and rent the tuxes. The Prom King and Queen  as well as the 

attendants are elected and then crowned at the event. The evening is 

always filled with dancing, laughter, and tears, and as the last song 

played seniors end their last dance as high school student. 

 



 
 
 

 

A) Students’ attitude 

towards school 

1/ Homeworks 

2/ Activities and sports in high school 

3/ What school means to students 

 

B) teachers’ purpose 

1/ From a global point of view 

2/ Their aim in High School 

 



A) Students’ attitude towards school 

 1) Homeworks 

 
  

 It is difficult to determine the time students spend on doing their 
homework. Many students say it differs from 30 minutes to an hour 
and a little more before a test or exam. 

 The amount of homework is different in the different types of classes a 
student is taking. Students in higher-level courses heading for college 
might have more homework to do than on in the lower-level ones, 
maybe 3 to 4 hours on the weekend. 

   

 Homework is often done in class. It is work the teacher wants the 
students to do alone. Very often teachers leave time during class to do 
the homework or at least start it.  Students also do homework in the 
study halls during the school day, in advisory periods or at lunch time. 
Often homework consists of what wasn’t finished in class. 

 Many students say they finish most of their homework in school so 
they don’t have a lot left to do at home. 

 Students usually do their homework better when parents don’t “force” 
them to. If parents support them and offer help, then this is the best 
way for the student to voluntarily do the assigned homework. In 
general, most students do their homework. To many students studying 
and doing homework are synonyms. They think when they don’t have 
to do any homework because they already finished it in class or 
because they didn’t get any homework then they don’t have to study. 
This is the reason why many teachers leave time in their classes to do 
the actual homework there or at least do part of it so that they do 
something and study a little while doing homework. 

 



2/ activities and sports in high school 

  
 

          Pride, achievement, discipline are some of the qualities that 

many people attain through the classroom and academic 

achievements. However, others find sports as an ideal way to gain 

these virtues. Most of the American public schools offer a vast array 

of sports for students. Coaches serve as a mentor for students, teaching 

them not only the skills that they need to excel in their sport, but also 

giving them opportunities to feel proud of their accomplishments. 

Although many find the hours of practices hard to schedule in, 

athletics can actually help the students to maintain a steady schedule 

and keep them ahead in their schoolwork. Sports add a completely 

different aspect to the student’s life. The discipline and teamwork 

learned from participating in a sport compares to no other experience. 

 

 American football is the most spectacular kind of sport. A big game 

attracts 15-20,000 spectators. And there are numerous amounts of 

people helping to organize the event, to cheer, to keep the spirits up 

etc. 

 

 



  

 

      It is hard to imagine a basketball or football game without the 

excitement of the halftime show, and the peppy chants emerging from 

the sidelines. Although there is a continuous debate whether 

cheerleading, dance and flags are considered sports, these activities 

are in a class of their own. They support the team and encourage 

audience spirit, but at the same time show skill and athleticism with 

their routines. Cheerleaders spend time perfecting the precision of 

their dances and cheers, and also building up strength to execute their 

mounts without flaw. The dance teams work on replicating the perfect 

style in each member, to create a visually awing performance. Flag 

member utilize practice by perfecting basic spins and tosses, and then 

collaborating them in a routine with both dance and flag aspects. All 

spirit sports offer a unique aspect to the halftime shows. 

 

 



 
 
 

  

 EXTRACURRICULARS (After-School Activities) 

 

 Sports :  

 Soccer, Football, Basketball, Baseball, hockey, Track&Field, 
Lacrosse, Tennis 

 

 Arts : 

 Drama (Theater, Mucicals, Acting) 

 Music (Chorus, Band) 

 Art (Painting, Drawing, Sculpting) 

 

 Clubs and Organizations 

 -> Model United Nations , Young Democrats/Republicans 

 -> Culinar Club, Biking Club, Free Write Club 

 -> Environnement Club, Academic Bowl, Students Newspaper, French 
Club 

 

      There are numerous other clubs and activities in American High 
Schools and it seems impossible to describe all of them. The point is 
that you have a lot to choose from and you can find some activity 
which suits you personally the most. 

 



3/ what school means to students 

 
        Many students see school as the biggest part of their lives. It’s like 

their job. They feel like they have to go to school to get educated and 

to get a good job later on. School takes up a lot of their time: They 

spend quite some time in class, have school activities like clubs after 

school, do sports in school and then – when they finally come home – 

they have to do homework and study. For these students, school plays 

a major role in their lives. 

 Others are not that interested in school. They rather meet their friends, 

do sports or make money. Many teachers think that students go to 

school because they have to, but not because they want to. So they are 

not that engaged, which makes it hard to teach good classes. 

 Most of the students see school as “a place to meet multiple goals” . 

They believe you need a High School Diploma to get a good job, to go 

to college, to get educated or to learn skills like responsibility, how to 

work in a team etc. They also see school as a place to meet people, to 

meet your friends. You take the classes together, you talk, and you eat 

lunch together. It’s a place to learn social skills besides academic 

ones. 

  Others – mostly from the honor or advanced courses – said they like 

the advanced/ honor courses better because they do more and the 

atmosphere is different. There aren’t as many disturbing factors as in 

general courses. It also depends on the interest if a student likes 

school or not. This is also very subject-related. 

             Another group of teens sees “school as an alternative for crime, 

unemployment and a life on the streets: If there wasn’t any school, 

like in summer, then all kids do is just hang around the streets. Then 

when somebody asks them to hold this and they start selling drugs and 

things like that. School is keeping you out of trouble.” 

 



  

 When students are asked about school, they will mostly tell you that 

they like the classes where the teachers are funny, enthusiastic and like 

to teach. Students even said they didn’t like a subject, e.g. math, and 

then they had a new teacher that was like the teachers students like 

and they started to find interest in this subject. For the students it plays 

a big role which teacher they have. 

  

 

     Moreover, high school is an important factor for U.S. youth. It is 

particularly essential to point out the identification of students with 

their school. Most students feel tied to their school, more than in other 

countries. There are various reasons for this. 

 First, there is a bigger sense of “togetherness”. They have the same 

classes everyday, and so students know each other better because they 

meet every day. Then, there are so many clubs and especially athletic 

activities offered, you are bound to make new friends and get closer. 

School teams compete against other schools, and thus it makes the 

team, and the whole school, more unified. Especially at events like 

basketball games and football games, there is always a huge crowd of 

spectators and fans that supports their school team.  



  

  In addition, there are a lot more parties and other events organized for 
the students – all these activities achieve in getting students to feel 
more related to their school. Also, every school has its individual logo 
and colors, which appear on many things, such as key chains, clothing, 
cups and plates, the school facilities itself, athletic equipment, etc. 
This creates a feeling of “belonging” among students. 

 All this achieves that students (if they are happy with their school) 
really identify with their school, they are proud to mention which 
school they go to, and, for example, they like to demonstrate this by 
wearing their t-shirt with their school logo on it. 

 



2) teachers’ purpose 

 Teachers play an important role in fostering the intellectual and social 

development of children during their formative years. The education 

that students acquire is key to determining the future of those 

students. Whether in elementary or high schools or in private or 

public schools, teachers provide the tools and the environment for 

their students to develop into responsible adults. 

 Teachers act as facilitators or coaches, using classroom presentations 

or individual instruction to help students learn and apply concepts in 

subjects such as science, mathematics, and English. They plan, 

evaluate, and assign lessons; prepare, administer, and grade tests; 

listen to oral presentations; and maintain classroom discipline. 

Teachers observe and evaluate a student's performance and potential. 

They are increasingly asked to use new assessment methods. For 

example, teachers may examine a portfolio of a student's artwork or 

writing in order to judge the student's overall progress. They then can 

provide additional assistance in areas in which the student needs help. 

Teachers also grade papers, prepare report cards, and meet with 

parents and school staff to discuss a student's academic progress or 

personal problems. 

 

  

 
 

A) Teachers’ purpose 

1) From a global point of view 



  
 Secondary school teachers specialize in a specific subject, such as 

English, Spanish, mathematics, history, or biology. They also may 

teach subjects that are career oriented. Additional responsibilities of 

secondary school teachers may include career guidance and job 

placement, as well as following up with students after graduation.  

 In addition to conducting classroom activities, teachers oversee study 

halls and homerooms, supervise extracurricular activities, and 

accompany students on field trips. They may identify students who 

have physical or mental problems and refer the students to the proper 

authorities. Secondary school teachers occasionally assist students in 

choosing courses, colleges, and careers. Teachers also participate in 

education conferences and workshops. 

 

2) Their aim in High School 
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A)French and american point of view towards the 

school education of the other  

1) TV as a reference for French students 

 
  Actually, the only way French students can see how the American 

education looks like is through TV, more precisely through american 

Tv series where sports, music, and all that concern activities there are 

enhanced. Moreover, they particulary enjoy things which don’t exist 

or take place in France, for instance cheerleading, american football at 

school, games, ect… That way, they don’t really know how does the 

rest looks like, that is to say the american system school. Indeed, what 

they often know is that American students have less hours of school 

than them, so they can have free time earlier along the day. Moreover, 

French students also know that American students are allowed to drive 

at age 16,  what they particulary envy. To sum up, to french students, 

going to an American High School became really intended, mainly 

because it reflects what they see on TV and also because when they go 

from a France to an American High school, they can particulary enjoy 

the easiness of the courses there, what is not obvious in France.  

 

 

 

2) Different relation and hardness of work for 

American students 

  When an american student come in a French High school, most of the 

time he is stroke by the strict relations between the students and the 

teachers there. Indeed, as the distance in American is less significant, 

an american student may easily think that he is not respected as much 

as he is in American. In other words, what could be obvious for 

French students could not be as well for American students, 

conversely. In addition, French education is known for his high level 

of work, that way, we can see a gap between the american standard 

course and the french one.  

 

 

 



  

 B/ statistics 

 
  
 

 

 

1) Who’s graduating in the united states 

69% 
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0% 50% 100%
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Native American

Hispanic

African American
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2) United States’ Graduation Gap 



  
 Before spending these two weeks in an American high school in 

Oklahoma,  the only way I could see how does the American 

education look like was through american TV series. Actually, it is 

more than just what i could see through the screen. I could deduce in a 

global point of view that American and French High schools are 

completely different. Actually, they don’t have the same values at all, 

neither the same way of teaching. On the one hand, the relation 

between american teacher and students isless strict than here in 

France. On the other hand, they have a different approach of teaching. 

Besides, I could notice there that most of the time, teachers want the 

student to develop his own reflexion, and also his own personality, 

while in France, teachers tend just to teach the students, that’s all. Last 

but not least, even if american public schools are free, poursuing our 

studies in a university or a college becomes more and more expensive, 

what is one of the weaknesses of the American education.  

But so as to conclude, i could say that after these 2 weeks, I am now 

able to say that even if the French and the American education are 

completely different, these differences are what defines their own 

values.  
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