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 I) Welcome to Oklahoma 

 
1) Travel to US 
 

 As we arrived at Oklahoma City airport on 15
th

 October, at night, we were welcomed by our 

hosting families and Mrs Robillard with a banner on which was written in big letters WELCOME 

TO OKLAHOMA. I discovered my lovely American family. It was very good to see Samantha 

again, I had met her when she came to France in March 2010. (She did the same thing as us, and 

she stayed with a good friend of mine. I enjoyed spending time with her at school, so when I learnt 

that she had decided to host me, I was glad.) Afterwards, we went to a party at Samantha’s church, 

although I was very tired, I thought “It's the beginning of the two most beautiful weeks of your life, 

you have to enjoy every second, it's your trip, GO GO GO!” Indeed, this set the tone for the 

upcoming stay! The two weeks I spent in America with the seven other French people : Alice, 

Winnie, Bruce, Coline, Sonia, Jeanette, Colette and our teacher  Mrs Bouichou and Mrs Robillard, 

my family, their friends, and with every person I met, were amazing, unforgettable! I enjoyed every 

day of my trip as if it was the last one! I have no regrets. When someone talks to me about my trip I 

am teary-eyed, and I say “amazing!” and I had a smile glued to the face! I hope to be able to return 

to Oklahoma one day. And I'm sure this dream will come true. 

 

 



 

 I discovered the state of Oklahoma a little bit more every day. I discovered a new way of life, 

a new way of thinking, new traditions... I was as a child! Everything is huge in America isn't it? 

Supermarkets, highways, motorways, houses, cars : my family's car can host 15 people! 

  

 

 2) My project 
 

 Quickly I began to see 

some Indian symbols, such as 

roads names, avenue names or 

signposts where it is written 

“Chickasaw territory” (for 

instance). I saw Indian 

sculptures and statues. I also 

noticed the license plates with 

“ Native America” written on 

them and an Indian statue. I 

saw many  books in gift shops 

and libraries about Native 

American History. 

 I asked my family for 

help with my research, Debra 

was glad to help me. Thanks to 

her I was able to meet five 

people from four different tribes : a Delaware women , a Navajo family, a Muscogee (Creek) man, 

and the Potawatomi tribal chairman with the historian of the Potawatomi Cultural center . 

 Thanks to Mrs Robillard I met four people from five different tribes : a Chickasaw historian, 

a Choctaw man, a …. woman who was counselor at Westmoore high school, a Comanche woman, 

and the person responsible of Indian education who is from three different tribes. 

My family : Berry, Brady, Charlotte, Solène (me), Kelly, Debra 

( Samantha is missing...) 

 



 

 

 In appearance the American 

Indians in Oklahoma live almost as 

the other American, they have cars, 

houses, modern clothes...etc. So how 

do they retain their Indian Heritage? 

Between the different people I met, I 

saw different approaches toward their 

Indian heritage : there are different 

degrees, some of them were very 

implicated, such as the professionals, 

and some others were happy to share 

with me, some others respect their 

heritage but who aren't actively 

involved. 

 

 

 
 The Indian Heritage is present 

everywhere. Indeed, this state is the 

only one in America to be declared 

“Indian territory” thus there are 36 

different tribes in Oklahoma. The 

state's name is derived from the 

Choctaw words “okla” and “humma”, 

meaning "red people", this state, 

formed by the combination of 

Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory on November 16, 1907, Oklahoma was the 46th state to 

enter the union. You can notice the cooperation between Indians and white people on some official 

symbols such as: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                Main cities and rivers in 

Oklahoma. 



 

 

 

 

 II) Historical elements 

 
 

 To understand the present and the future, we have to understand the past, that's why 

the report begins by historical elements over the American Indian History. 

 

 

 1) Do you know where the American Indians are originally from? 

 
 

There are four models for the 

human settlement of the 

Americas but the traditional 

theory is that the early migrants 

moved into the Beringia land 

bridge between eastern Siberia 

and present-day Alaska around 

40,000—16,500 years ago, 

when sea levels were 

The Osage shield is covered by two 

symbols of peace: the calumet representing Native Americans, and the olive branch representing 

European Americans. Six golden brown crosses, Native American symbols for stars, are spaced on 

the shield. The blue field represents the first official flag flown by any Native American Nation, the 

Choctaw flag of the American Civil War. The state legislature adopted the following salute to the 

flag : "I salute the Flag of the State of Oklahoma: Its symbols of peace unite all people." Indeed, the 

unit of white and Indian people had not always been  obvious... 

 

The Great Seal of the state of Oklahoma , each ray of the seal's five pointed star represents one of 

the five civilized tribes : the top ray is the Chickasaw nation seal, clockwise are seals of the 

Choctaw  nation, Seminole nation, Creek nation, and Cherokee nation. In the center of the star, 

figures symbolizing Oklahoma territory and Indian territory are shown joining together to become 

the state of Oklahoma. 

 

 

           The Great Seal of 

Oklahoma, Oklahoma State          

 Capitol 



significantly lowered due to the Quaternary glaciation. Scientific evidence links indigenous 

Americans to Asian peoples, specifically eastern Siberian populations. Indigenous peoples of the 

Americas have been linked to North Asian populations by linguistic factors, the distribution of 

blood types, and in genetic composition as reflected by molecular data, such as DNA. 

 

 

 2) Why are they called “Indians”? 
 

By the end of the 15th century when Christopher Columbus first arrived in America he believed he 

was in India, (as he was looking for India) that's why he called the people settled there “Indians” 

The start of the European colonization of the Americas is typically dated to 1492. This colonization  

forever changed the lives, bloodlines and cultures of the peoples of the continent. The population 

history of American indigenous peoples postulates that infectious disease exposure, displacement, 

and warfare diminished populations. Nearly all scholars now believe that widespread epidemic 

disease, to which the natives had no prior exposure or resistance, was the overwhelming cause of 

the massive population decline of the Native Americans. After a long period of colonization by the 

Europeans and especially the British, the United States of America earned their independence in 

1776. Here are the fifty states which were created gradually. 

 

 

 

 

 3) Basic history of federal policy towards Indian Nations 
 

 To understand today tribal's governments, it is helpful to know the basic history of federal 

policy towards Indian Nations: 

 

Pre-1492 : Pre-Columbian period : In the thousands of years preceding contact with Europeans, 

American Indian people lived in organized societies with their own forms of government. 

 

1492-1828 : Colonial period : The proliferation of European colonies created a dominant presence 



on the east coast of north America. These colonies acquired some Indians land under the doctrine of 

discovery (The Indian "right of occupancy" was subordinate to the United States' "right of 

discovery.") and also signed treaties with the tribes for additional land. Colonial governments 

treated Indians tribes as foreign governments, setting the the precedent for future relations. 

Following the Revolutionary War, the newborn United States took pains to maintain peace and 

diplomatic relations with neighboring tribes. 

1828-1887 : Removal reservation and treaty period : As the US population and military strength 

grew, so did pressure by the US government on eastern tribe to move west, resulting in forced 

migration. Seeking to obtain more Indian land, the US government embarked on an aggressive 

military campaign throughout the West. This is called the Trail of Tears  it refers to the forced 

relocation and movement of Native American nations from southeastern parts of the United States 

following the Indian Removal Act of 1830. The removal included many members of the Cherokee, 

Muscogee (Creek), Seminole, Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations, among others in the United States, 

from their homelands to Indian Territory (eastern sections of the present-day state of Oklahoma). 

Many Native Americans suffered from exposure, disease and starvation en route to their 

destinations. Many died, including 4,000 of the 15,000 relocated Cherokee. It took place from 1831 

to1838. 

In general, reservations were established through treaties, which required Indians to trade large 

tracts of land for the continued right of self governance under the protection of the united states. By 

1837, the Jackson administration had removed 46,000 Native American people from their land east 

of the Mississippi, and had secured treaties which led to the removal of a slightly larger number. 

Most members of the five southeastern nations had been relocated west, opening 25 million acres of 

land to white settlement and to slavery. 

 

 

1887-1934 : Allotment and assimilation period : Settlers' increasing desire for the land within 

reservation and the push to assimilate Indians into mainstream American life led to the general 

allotment act of 1887. This act ( also known as the Dawes act) dictated the forced conversion of 

communally held tribal lands into small parcels for individual Indian ownership. More than 

90milion acres-nearly two thirds of reservation land – were taken from tribes and given to settlers 

as surplus, most often without compensation to the tribes. 

Although the Indian nations had made earlier attempts at resistance, many of their strategies were 

non-violent. One method was to adopt Anglo-American practices such as large-scale farming, 

Western education, and slave-holding. This earned the nations the designation of the "Five Civilized 

Tribes." They adopted this policy of assimilation in an attempt to coexist with settlers and ward off 

hostility. But it only made whites jealous and resentful. 

 

 

1934-1945 : Indian reorganization period : The Federal govt, under the Indian Reorganization Act 

of 1934, ended the discredited policy of allotment. It began to restore Indian lands to tribes and 

attempted to help tribes reconstitute their governments. The federal govt created programs and 

projects to rehabilitate Indian economic life. These efforts were critical in re-establishing tribal 

economies and formed a basis for renewed tribal autonomy, but too often forced European / Anglo 

values and government structures upon tribes, thereby damaging traditional values and governance. 

 

 

1945-1968 : termination period : Congress decided that federal recognition and assistance to more 

than 100 tribes should be terminated.  Termination of federal assistance created economic disaster 

for many tribes, resulting in millions of acres of valuable natural resource land being lost through 

tax forfeiture sales. Federal policy emphasized the physical relocation of Indians from reservations 

to urban area. 

 



 

1968 – present : self determination period : A resurgence of tribal government involvement in 

Congress and in the federal courts ended the termination are and prompted the development of a 

policy of self-determination and self-governance.   

 

 

 4) The Golden Years in the Five Republics 

 
 The one bright period in the 19

th
 century for American Indians was the interval between the 

conclusion of the removals (around 1835) and the outbreak of Civil War in 1861.  There were the 

“golden years” for the Five Tribes, a time when the Indians made remarkable progress in taming the 

Oklahoma wilderness.  They organized constitutional governments and established towns, schools, 

farms, ranches, and plantations.  They published newspapers, magazines, and books. 

 During these golden years, an extensive educational system, sustained by tribal governments 

and missionaries, provided noteworthy educational opportunities for Indian youth.  In most of the 

Indian nations it was possible for every child to attend school from kindergarten through the 

academy (equivalent of high school), and in some cases to complete the first two years of college.  

From the academies, many bright young men were sent to the eastern colleges of the United States 

to complete their studies.  After 1850, many business, social, and political leaders of the tribes were 

college graduates. 

 Students in Indian nation schools were taught vocational subjects (job training) in addition 

to the traditional subjects such as spelling, biology, history, astronomy, Latin, Greek, English, 

arithmetic, philosophy, and, in the mission schools, Bible studies.  The boys were trained in animal 

husbandry, agriculture, the mechanical arts, and carpentry, which the girls were instructed in 

childcare, cooking, sewing, and other domestic arts. 

 Even if it was a period of remarkable progress for the tribes, it is once more a period of 

loose of culture. 

 

 The contact with Europeans and the devastation that would soon follow : war, loss of lands, 

religious conversion, forced assimilation and the rise of boarding schools, is the reason of the loss 

of the American Indian culture for a long period. But today is a new day for the Indians tribes, and 

this new era, takes place, mainly, in Oklahoma. 

 

 

 III) Rebuilding Native Nations 

 
The United States constitution recognizes that Indian nations are sovereign governments just like 

Canada and California. The supreme court, congress, US president, and hundreds of treaties have 

repeatedly reaffirmed that Indian Nations retain their inherent powers of self-government. Treaties 

and law have created a fundamental contract between Indian nations and the United States : Indians 

ceded millions of acres of land that made the United States what it is today, and in return received, 

among other guarantees, the right of continued self-government on their own lands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The following analyses are based on my own visits, meetings, interviews. So it is subjective, 

personal, I illustrate every “sub part” with my pictures and my interviews. This how I felt about the 

Indian Heritage in Oklahoma. 

 

1) Self-Governance 

 

 Here is an extract from the book “Rebuilding Native Nations, strategies for governance and 

development” edited by Miriam Jorgensen, it allows to understand how important is the Rebuilding 

today. 

 

“There is a terrible history between our people and our brother who came from across the sea. And 

yet, here we are. We survive. So what does that tell us? It tells us that we can depend on the genius 

of our people, and on our abilities to meet the issues of the times. You know, none of us would be 

here if it weren't for our elders and the trailblazers among our people. If they weren't so quick on 

their feet, if they weren't able to think and problem solve, if they weren't able to move at the right 

time and in the right place, we wouldn't be here. And it is that skill (…) that will ensure the future of 

our nations. It is the skill to hear the instructions of the old people, of the elders, to rebuild our 

nations with pride, with an understanding of our cultures, and with our sights set on the long road. 

There's a lot of talk of “nation building”(...). What we're really talking about is nation rebuilding. 

We've always been here; we're not newly built. We're falling back on the instructions and on the 

principles of government given to us by the old ones. The form may change to meet new times. We 

may have to do somethings in new ways. But we have to keep the principles. To continue our 

nations' strengths into the next century, we need to be intrepid but still good listeners-looking for 

the resonance within the elders' teachings and rebuilding the architecture of our nation to meet 

contemporary problems, to deal with contemporary concern.(...) It is not everywhere apparent, but 

across Indian Country, Native Nations are in the midst of an extraordinary resurgence. They are 

asserting their rights to govern themselves and to do so in their own ways. (…) For most Natives 

nations, the core agenda driving this resurgence appears to involve a related but much broader set 

of objectives: 

– to expand the jurisdictional foundations and institutional capacities necessary for genuine 

and effective self-rule: that is to achieve substantive decisions-making control over lands, resources, 

civic affairs, and community life. 

– To build sustainable economies (...) 

– to maintain Indigenous cultures not as artifacts or tourists attractions but as vital 

relationships and practices in everyday life 

– to retain for citizens the viable option of a nationhood that is both separate from and part of 

the United States-that is, to promote human and civil rights and improved quality of life not only for 

individuals opportunity but for culturally and socially distinct and politically self-governing 

Indigenous communities.” 

 

 

 How do Indians tribes organize their governments? 

 



 

 Enrollment 

 
 Like any government, individual tribal governments determine their own criteria for 

citizenship. Usually there is some blood quantum requirement or a requirement of lineal ascendancy 

from a tribal citizen. Individual tribes can answer specific questions about their membership 

requirements.  Some federal agencies also have criteria determining eligibility for programs and 

services provided to American Indians. 

 I went to the  “Comanche 

Nation” which is located about nine 

miles north of Lawton in Comanche 

County. I met Mrs Donna Wahnee 

who is director of the Enrollment 

department. She is a very dynamic 

women, and her features look very 

Indian. I noted a difference between 

this women who is from the 

Comanche Tribe and with the other 

Indian people I met. Indeed, she was 

very expressive and very talkative, 

although all of the Indians I met 

were happy to share with me, 

sometimes they seem to be distant, 

but Mrs Wahnee took me in her arms, very friendly, to take a picture. I think this attitude is a 

characteristic of this tribe, all of the members present looked very relaxed, for example they were 

dressed in T-shirts and jeans, eating some candies while they were working on their computer. 

Donna gave me blue bags, pens, fly swats, plastic glasses, and nail files bearing the tribe's effigy for 

me and the other French and American who were with me! What  generosity!   

 She talked to me about the organization of the tribe, here is the information : most Tribal 

members reside in nearby Caddo, Comanche, Cotton, and Kiowa County. The Comanche tribe is 

organized : voters accepted a constitution and by-laws in 1966 and the tribe incorporated in 1972. 

The tribal council is a governing body. All Comanche who are twenty-one and older elect a seven-

member business committee with a chairman, vice chairman, secretary-treasurer, and four council 

members. They are elected annually for staggered three-year terms. She also said that the 

Comanche Nation needs more women! 

 

 The tribe has about 15,273 members. Donna works for the Comanche Nation in the 

Enrollment department, her work consists in : 

 

 1) checking if the Comanche members follow their constitution. 

 2) checking if the people who want to enroll in the Comanche Nation are Comanche. 

 

I asked “Who's Comanche?” She said that the members must be of at least one-eighth Comanche 

blood and they have to follow the constitution of the tribe. Sometimes there are people who are 

Comanche but they don't follow the constitution very well. (to read the constitution : 

http://www.comanchenation.com/CBC/Constitution.pdf ) 

 

 This department uses genealogy, they even use the Mormon's genealogical trees, in order to 

check if the 'candidates' are at least of one-eighth Comanche blood, because a lot of people say that 

they are Indians! That's why there is A Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood: 

 

 

 

http://www.comanchenation.com/CBC/Constitution.pdf


 The CDIB 

 

 The CDIB is an official U.S. document that certifies an individual possesses a specific 

degree of Native American blood of a federally recognized Indian tribe, band, nation, village, or 

community. They are issued by the Bureau of Indian Affairs after the applicant supplies a completed 

genealogy with supporting legal documents such as birth certificates, showing their descent, 

through one or both birth parents, from an enrolled Indian or an Indian listed in a base roll. A CDIB 

can show only the blood degree of one tribe or the total blood degree from all tribes in the filer's 

ancestry. Some tribes require a specific minimum degree of tribal ancestry for membership. A 

Certificate Degree of Indian Blood does not establish membership in a tribe. Tribal membership is 

determined by tribal laws and may or may not require a CDIB or may require a separate tribal 

determination of ancestry or blood degree. 

 

Note : In the United States, Indians are given certain benefits if they can prove they are Indian. 

Among Indians, there is resentment that they have to prove they are Indians as if they are racehorses. 

Most of this proving is done by proving that you are related to Indians who were on the American 

Governments’ Indian Census in the late 1800s.  (Kelli Mosteller) 

 

 Donna gave me the following documents, these documents are used by the Enrollment 

Department for people who want to become members. 

 

 

People who want to enroll in the Comanche tribe have to led these researches before to fill in the 

following document: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


