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Introduction: 

 In French and American systems alike, there are depicted functions of each 

gender whether it be of former pre-revolutionary decent or recently developed. 

These roles are prominent in every sphere of the societal climate which include in 

school, in the workplace or in general society. These societal discrepancies 

between the concentrations of French and American sub societies of Crépy-en-

Valois and Oklahoma are primarily based on different initial ideology and a far 

different history. 

 

Cold, Hard Facts and What Was Found During the Experience: 

 Before the French revolution of which commenced in 1789, women were 

considered “passive citizens” in society and had little to zero influence in any 

sector of the political or economic atmospheres and were under the complete 

political discretion of their male counterparts. A catalyst of action was employed 

by influential publicists such as Louis de Jaucourt, of who criticized the outdated 



traditional roles of females in society, and of transitional positions in his 

educational treatise, Emile, the well-known Jean-Jacques Rousseau. These 

pivoting pieces of literature sparked a societal reconstruction, namely the French 

Revolution, a direct successor of its American counterpart. Women took 

advantage of the tense political environment to assert their entitlement to a level 

political playing ground and increased opportunity for their gender in which 

sparked one of the largest feminist movements in the history of our world. 

 

While some women took a more than violent approach towards revolution, 

many took to a more creative outlet and expressed their views in writing or some 

other societal gateway such as this lovely woman, Olympe de Gouges. As a direct 

reference to General Lafayette’s “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 

Citizen,” de Gouges wrote “Declaration on the Rights of Woman” that addresses 

the secular spheres of male and females in society and which advocates that 

there is no reason for the two sexes to not have concurrent liberties. She was 

most notably recognized for the foreseeing of progressive extremism and stated 

that leaders were preparing new shackles if citizens’ liberty were to waiver. 



Though her unfortunate execution was formulated by her position to defend the 

king and her outspoken distrust of Robespierre. 

 

If we can fast-forward here past the “let them eat cake” and World War II, 

one can see a late development for the western world, women’s suffrage. This 

was nationally granted on April 21st 1944 and really marked a turning point in the 

French society in which it began to grow until it became universally recognized for 

its efforts for gender equality. 

 

Much of the research I conducted was survey-based and completely 

subjective which is the reason that this project was needed to be achieved in the 

social environment. A vital part of this interaction was through an extensive 

surveying process. Since the majority of my presentation thus far has been 

primarily focused on the French society exclusively, let’s begin to compare and 

contrast a bit. For instance, from the data in I drew a few conclusions juxtaposing 

lycée life vs. that of high school. In American schooling, there seemed to be more 

separate spheres for each gender with limited interaction outside of a romantic 



experience contrary to that of the French who seem to have limited boundaries 

between the two. This hypothesis was reassured through surveying in which 

about one percent of students in the lycée stated that it was abnormal to interact 

with the opposite gender without any romantic development vs. an antithesis of 

around forty percent in American schooling. 

 

While socially, societies were polar opposites, they seem to be more 

consistent in the home environment. To explain my interest in this field allow me 

to tell of a small experience I had while passing out surveys in the lycée. As I was 

finishing up handing the sondages to the final students, a girl from the front of the 

question waved me over there. Naturally I approached her and she inquired 

about a question that I thought was pretty straightforward. It stated something 

along the lines of “Which characteristics do you think that you receive from each 

parent?” She asked me, “Is this referring to physical or mental traits?” Obvious, 

right? Why would I be asking her something about her appearance? And then I 

really thought about it. What would they say about physical features? So I told 

her to put both of them down. Unexpectantly, there was a quite consistent 



correlation between the types of traits between physical and mental attributes. 

What I mean by that is that the softer, more “feminine” viewed traits were 

associated with mothers while harsher, “masculine” traits were associated with 

the father. Tangibly, people associated sharper features such as noses or 

athleticism with their male counterpart vis-à-vis softer properties as hair and eyes 

with their female complement. A similar phenomenon occurred when addressing 

subjective matters. In the study, students had a tendency to mark more gentile 

attributes such as kindness and compassion to the motherly figure vs. humor or 

even anger with the masculine figure. 

 

Compared to the United States, French women dominate more of the 

economic sector. An average 75% of the women who have a full or part-time job 

work in a white-collar environment leaving the lesser 25% in blue-collar, a 

comparable amount to the United States. Where it differs is the amount of those 

who work. Of the French students interviewed, only about 5% stated that one of 

their parents is unemployed or stay-at-home contrary to 25% in Edmond North. 

Even though the city of Edmond and the ville of Crépy-en-Valois are virtually 



equivalent in suburban lifestyle, it seems as if the way of life is more directly 

supported in the French city by females than the Oklahoma suburb. 
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