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Patriotism in the U.S. vs. France 

Have you ever wondered how citizens of other countries feel about their country? 

Though the word means something different for each and every individual, patriotism is usually 

defined as vigorous support for one’s country. The level of that support also differs between each 

person living in this world. In some cases the pride that one may feel for their nation can be 

excessive, creating discrimination against others who do not identify with that particular nation 

and/or its beliefs. On the opposite extreme, one may not even identify with any nation at all and 

instead consider themselves a citizen of the world. The views of French citizens and of 

Americans are no exception. 

Nationalism (another word for patriotism) plays a very significant role in daily American 

life. One cannot visit the United States without noticing evidence of patriotism on every street 

corner. This can consist of symbols and signs such as the American flag in front of buildings or 

bald eagles on our currency. It’s a very emotional subject for a many Americans as well. One 

major reason for this is that the majority of Americans take pride in the country’s military. A 

recurring belief amongst U.S. citizens is that one should respect the military because of the fact 

that they represent people who are willing to fight and die for the country. 
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An example of how the U.S. expresses its pride is how every weekday morning in 

American public schools, students must rise, place their right hand over their heart, and recite a 

“Pledge of Allegiance.” This is essentially a promise to remain loyal to the U.S. as well as reflect 

on how far the nation has come. The education systems established this to integrate a patriotic 

mindset into the lives of schoolchildren. Another example is how before official sports games, 

one person sings the national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner,” while everyone else silently 

faces toward the flag with their right hands over their heart. This was put into effect to show that 

even though a team might be competing against another, they are both still bonded together 

under one country. 

Based on the data that I have received from surveying American teens, I have found some 

interesting pieces of information. Unsurprisingly, most have said that they were, in fact, proud to 

be American. Some common reasons for this have been the freedoms, rights, and liberties that 

the U.S. has to offer; the tolerance and acceptance of minorities; and how far the country has 

come from where it has been in the past. When asked about when they would normally sing/hear 

the national anthem, all have mentioned sports games while a few have added school assemblies 

as well. Another unanimous response was to the question of whether they have noticed any 

patriotic messages embedded into commercials and/or the news, to which all replied yes. When 

American teens think of patriotism, the emotions of pride, love, and support usually come to 

mind. However, there was one who mentioned that patriotism invoked a feeling of selfishness 

and arrogance. Most of the teenagers that I surveyed stated that patriotism originates from past 

accomplishments and war. Finally, when asked to list the situations in which patriotism is shown 
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the most, a common consensus was that it is often shown in times of hardship and trauma for the 

country. 

I have gathered a great deal of information about this topic from my trip to France as 

well. As a whole, nationalism here does not seem to be even remotely as big of an institution as 

it is in the United States of America. The people of France seem to view themselves more as 

simply European rather than inherently French. This can be seen from all of the behavior I’ve 

witnessed from the French. 

Starting off with the French flag, it does not really show up in day to day life. The only 

times I’ve noticed the flag of France was outside of big institutions such as airports, schools, and 

factories. However, the flag can be seen everywhere in France’s capital, Paris, which is 

understandable as it is a bustling city full of tourists and history that the nation takes much pride 

in. Another thing I have noticed is that France is very knowledgeable when it comes to their own 

history. History can have a great influence on nationalistic views and the fact that I’ve visited 

around five museums in only two weeks shows that the country pays much recognition to its own 

past. One final thing that I found intriguing was that France takes much pride in their cuisine as 

well. I have noticed that there is a plethora of food products that mark themselves as a product of 

France. From yogurt to sausages, the fact that this “made in France” label appears often on all 

kinds of foods, shows that that is what the French citizens want to hear. 

Through surveying French teens as well, I have gained even more knowledge on the 

subject. Much to my surprise as an American, there was a more equal ratio between the number 

of students who said that they were proud to be French and those who said they weren’t. If they 

responded yes, a common reason for it was French cuisine, sports(soccer), and the language. If 
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they responded no, they typically regarded themselves as an Earthling rather than just French. 

When asked if they knew the words to the national anthem, most replied that they only knew the 

first out of seven parts of the entire song, which I assume is because that is what they sing at 

sports games. That leads up to the the next survey question which asks where they would 

normally hear/sing the national anthem. Most, if not all, had acknowledged sports games while a 

large amount mentioned La Fête Nationale, which is basically a France celebration day that 

commemorates the beginning of the French Revolution. All students replied no to the question of 

if they noticed any patriotic messages embedded into the media. Some emotions invoked by the 

word “patriotism” include “sentiment” and “pride” but it can even be considered rude or racist in 

some contexts. When asked where patriotism comes from, no one could really give a definite 

answer but some had referred to previous war accomplishments. Finally, nationalism seems to 

show up the most during sports events like the Olympic Games and traumatic experiences such 

as terrorist attacks. 

With all of that said, here is what I have found to be similar between both countries. The 

teens of each country are, at least to some extent for the most part, proud to be of their respective 

nations. Most teenagers of each country know at least a part of their country’s national anthem 

and it is mutually agreed that one will commonly hear the country’s theme song before a sports 

match. Teenagers of each country thought of the words “pride” and “sentiment” when asked 

what emotions come to mind from the word patriotism. Both seemed to be a little confused with 

the question that asked where patriotism comes from but eventually decided it came from the 

countries’ past decisions. Nationalism seems to show up the most during traumatic experiences 

and the country’s hardships. 
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On the other hand, there are several differences between the two countries as well. For 

instance, while Americans seem to be more proud about their military and individual liberties, 

the French seem to take pride in the smaller, more specific things such as food and sports. As for 

the national anthem, Americans have definitely had to listen to it a lot more than the French have 

had to listen to theirs. In America, one will definitely notice examples of nationalism everywhere 

on the media and television such as on commercials using patriotic emotions to persuade the 

audience to do or buy something. Those examples are not that noticeable at all in France. The 

connotation of patriotism in the U.S. is very positive and supportive while in France there’s more 

of a chance that it could be regarded in a hateful and discriminative way. 

In conclusion, patriotism between the U.S. and France have some similarities and a lot of 

differences. One cannot fully be able to understand what nationalistic pride feels like in a country 

that’s not their own. The closest he or she can get to this understanding can be accomplished by 

asking questions like the survey I gave or by visiting that country in person. The world seems to 

be getting closer and closer to mutual understanding, and through opportunities like this, that 

comprehension can begin early on in life and grow with time. Finally, the differing views that 

people of the world have, even if it’s on their own country, play a huge role in what the world 

will look like in the future. 

 

Merci Alliance Française pour cette expérience~ 


