
Immigration and integration 
in Oklahoma 

 The Oklahoma State was created quite lately in November 
1907, becoming the 28th of the United States. Ever since, Oklahoma 
represented the key role of this brand new country toward 
foreigners : a welcoming land of plenty. Indeed, besides deported 
Indian tribes and ambitious pioneers, the Sooner State didn’t stop 
during its short but rich history to see arrivals of foreigners. 
Different people from all over the world arrived, seeking for a better, 
wealthier, or more peaceful place to live.  
 In what extend did foreign immigration play a role in 
Oklahoma’s history ? And how did all populations from different 
cultural backgrounds managed co-existing ? 
 Thanks to the trip to the Sooner State, we have tried to partly 
answer these wide questions. 



Crossroads  
Diversity of cultures is an inseparable particularity of Oklahoma’s 

population. But where does it come from ? 

 
Thanks to the Oklahoma History Center here are some elements of 

answering from the five continents. 



Hispanic community 
 Latinos families in Oklahoma are among the fastest growing populations in 
the state. While many families have recently immigrated, even more have been 
here for generations. To them, Oklahoma has truly become la tierra de mi familia 
(the land of my family). 

  

 In 1900, only 134 Mexicans were officially recorded to reside within Oklahoma, 
64 in Indian Territory and 70 in Oklahoma Territory. In the early 20th century, the 
majority of Latinos coming to Oklahoma were from Mexico. They came as 
seasonal labourers to work in agricultural fields; they came as vaqueros, the 
cowboys working on ranches and performing in Wild West shows; and they came 
as immigrants who settled  and became permanent residents hired in the coal 
mines of  eastern Oklahoma and to maintain the railroads in Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa. 

   As the need for labor increased, so did immigration numbers. By 1920, the 
national census indicated 6,697 Mexican-born immigrants lived within the state. 
However, the effects of the Depression greatly reduced the populations in 
Oklahoma and in 1940, the recorded number of Mexicans had dropped to 1,425. 
Along with many others, thousands of Mexicans left Oklahoma during this period 
and either returned to Mexico or migrated to larger cities, such as Detroit or 
Chicago. 

 

 



Religion   
  Throughout Mexico, the Caribbean, Central, and South America, Catholicism has 
remained the dominant religion since the arrival of the Spanish in the 15th and 16th 
centuries. In Oklahoma, the Catholic Church has been an enduring element in the lives of 
many Latino families. 
In November 1914, the first Spanish-language mission was established in the mining 
town of Hartshorne by three Spanish Carmelite priests, who had been exiled from 
Mexico during the Revolution. In 1921, they received permission to open a parish in 
Oklahoma City to minister to growing Mexican population and in 1927, the Little Flower 
Catholic Church was completed. Shortly after, Carmelite nuns opened the Little Flower 
School for the children in the neighbourhood. 
 Oklahoma’s Hispanic population  
continues to grow and change. Several  
Spanish-language Protestant churches  
can be found in Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 
 The Lady of Guadalupe Mission in  
Tulsa was originally a simple wooden 
 structure, dedicated on August 15,  
1928. In the early 1960’s, a new brick 
building replace it and served the  
congregation until they consolidated 
 with the St Francis Xavier parish in  
1992. 

 



 Spanish newspapers in OKL: “Nuestra 
Comunidad” “viva Oklahoma” “Hispano de Tulsa” “La 
semana”… 
Several Spanish language newspapers are published in 
Oklahoma. Beginning in 1988, Rosa Quiroga-King, a native 
Argentina, began a 12-page newsletter. Her newspaper has 
grown from humble beginnings into El Nacional de 
Oklahoma, circulating “over 60,000 copies per month”, and 
now includes her son Randy as publisher. Other Spanish 
newspapers around the state also have humble origins. 
  
 Spanish radio has grown from humbles 
beginnings in OKC to include seven stations across the state 
from KCLI in Clinton to KXTD in Wagoner. Three stations 
serve the Oklahoma City area and two others broadcast in 
Tulsa. 
  
 Spanish television has also expanded 
tremendously in recent years. Flory Mata, a native Costa 
Rica, came to Oklahoma with background in print, radio, and 
television journalism. She was the first Latina news anchor 
in Oklahoma, first with Telemundo, then with Univision. She 
now hosts the popular news-magazine show Estilo Latino, 
airing in OKC and Tulsa. 



 Musical traditions and dancing styles re as numerous and 
diverse as the countries and regions that make up Latin America. 
Mariachi and ranchera music are most familiar, being the traditional 
music played in restaurants and parties by early Mexican bands. 
These traditions and families  

immigrated from the Jalisco and  

San Luis Potosi states of central  

regions of  Mexico.  

  

 Holidays and festivals, both  
religious and secular, have long  
been celebrated by Oklahoma Latino  
communities. While many holidays 
are recognized throughout all Latin  
American countries, such as Semana  
Santa (Easter/Holy Week), Dia de la  
Raza (Columbus Day), and Dia de Todos Santos or Dia de los Muertos (All 
Saints Day/Day of the Dead), several are country specific. 



Vietnamese community 
The 2000 census reported 12 556 Vietnamese living in Oklahoma. Today, the Vietnamese 
are the largest Asian population within Oklahoma. 
  
 The Vietnamese community came to Oklahoma much later than other immigrants 
groups. The increase in the Vietnamese population came in 1975, when their country fell 
to communism and violent conflicts were on the rise. The Vietnamese came to the United 
States as refugees. 
  
 Many of the first Vietnamese immigrants left professional careers and became 
laborers-brick makers, builders, and warehouse workers. Their children have since 
attended American colleges and many are highly educated, becoming doctors and 
engineers. 
  
 The Vietnamese continue many traditional celebrations. The annual celebration of 
Tet, the Vietnamese New Year, is a significant example. In Oklahoma, the New Year 
celebrations is a community event and provides an opportunity to display Vietnamese 
values and forms of entertainment.  
 The Vietnamese of Oklahoma have established the Vietnamese-American Association 
and the Buddhist Association. These groups sponsor language training, employment 
training, and orientation to American life. The associations are also involved in promoting 
the ‘Asian District4 in Oklahoma City, and the new Asian cultural center in the ‘Gold Dome’ 
on the corner of 23rd and Classen 

 



The Vietnamese continue many 
traditional celebrations. The annual 
celebration of Tet, the Vietnamese New 
Year, is a significant example. In 
Oklahoma, the New Year celebrations  

is a community event and provides an 
opportunity to display Vietnamese 
values and forms of entertainment.  

  

 The Vietnamese of Oklahoma have 
established the Vietnamese-American 
Association and the Buddhist 
Association. These groups sponsor 
language training, employment training, 
and orientation to American life. The 
associations are also involved in 

promoting the Asian District in 
Oklahoma City, and the new Asian 
cultural center in the ‘Gold Dome’ on the 
corner of 23rd and Classen. 

 



Italian community 
  
 In the 2000 census, 49,970 Oklahomans stated they were of Italian ancestry. Italian immigrants 
entered Oklahoma during the coal boom at the turn of the century, but a small number were here as 
early 1875. Many Italians settled in southeastern Oklahoma, especially in Coal, Pittsburg, Latimer, and 
Okmulgee counties, and populated towns such as Krebs and McAlester. 
  
 The majority of Italians came to Oklahoma to work in the coalmines. Domenico (Dominic) Rossi, 
an Italian-born immigrant who arrived in Krebs in 1903, is a typical example. The day after his arrival 
in Oklahoma, Dominic joined the Union and went to work. He minded until his retirement in 1948. 
Many Italians’ stories are similar. They performed backbreaking work, but goods wages allowed them 
to maintain a relatively high standard of living. 
  
Italian communities were a source of social interaction and events that promoted the quality of life 
and customs from the old country. Games such as morra and bocce would be played; while food and 
drink such as homemade ‘Choc’ beer and sausage continued to be enjoyed. 
 
As early as 1910 and 1920, the coalmining industry began to slow down. Many Italians left Oklahoma 
to find work in large cities. The trend continued in the following decade, and by 1940, only 893 
foreign-born Italians lived in the state.  
   
The small numbers of Italians that resided in Oklahoma caused them to assimilate into the larger 
culture more quickly than other immigrants groups. Many Oklahomans of Italian ancestry now live in 
urban areas, such as Lawton, Bartlesville, Muskogee, Stillwater, and Shawnee. Every Memorial Day 
weekend in McAlester, and Italian festival is held to remember and celebrate the town’s Italian 
heritage. 

 



African community 
  The 2000 census showed that 12,914 people living in Oklahoma are 
foreign-born Africans. 
 During the 1970’s, what has been termed as the ‘new’ immigrant flow from 
Africa began mostly with refugees from Ethiopia and Somalia. During thr 
1990’s, the number of African residents in the United States more than doubled 
and included residents that had been born in sub-Saharan Africa. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Many Africans immigrants speak 
English, were raised in large cities with 
capitalist economies, and are highly educated. 
Although the number of Africans immigrating 
to the United States is a small trickle in the total 
wave of recent immigrants, the African 
population is increasing steadily and rapidly. 
 Africans have established themselves 
as an entrepreneurial group and are becoming 
more visible throughout the United States, and 
in Oklahoma. One of the more noticeable 
elements has been the development of 
mosques, which reflect the tradition of African 
religions.  



 About European immigration in the early XXth century :  

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/I/IM001.html 

 

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/I/IM001.html


 

 

Integration 

 
 Segregation, naturalization, equality… these issues have 

represented important matters for immigrants, but aslo for 

politicians during Oklahoma’s early and recent history. 



The African American way to equality 
 

 
 

Westward migration 
The land runs that opened Oklahoma to settlement attracted thousands of new settlers. Large convoys of 
African American families moved away from the harsh racial and economic conditions of the South. Many had 
survived slavery and the Civil War. 
  
Freedmen stake their claim 
In 1863 a regiment of black Union soldiers marched into Indian Territory with the objective of helping to defeat 
the Confederate troops and bring an end to slavery. Some has escaped slavery from within the various Indian 
tribes, while others came from other states. At the conclusion of the war, many attempted to stay and start a 
new life in Indian Territory. Tribal leaders, however, adamantly opposed such ideas. 
  
Union victory in the Civil War did not guarantee immediate freedom for African Americans or the right to settle 
in Indian Territory. The Treaties of 1866 abolished slavery and made provisions for African American freedmen. 
The majority of the Seminoles and the creeks were willing to give full membership in the tribe to those blacks 
that lived there before the war. The Cherokees were willing to make some provision for Cherokee freedman but 
not as members of the tribe. The Choctaws and Chickasaws did not want freedmen among them at all. 
  
Tribal conditions stipulated in the 1866 treaties gave freedmen families the right to establish homes and farm 
the land. Hus, African Americans became legal citizens in the territory. Tribal customs made no provisions for 
private property rights. However, in 1887 the U.S. Congress passed a law that began the process of dividing 
tribal lands into individual allotments for tribal members. The remainder of the land would be opened for non-
Indian settlement. The Dawes Commission was responsible for preparing he official list used to allocate 
individual property rights to all tribal members. The commission prepared a separate list for freedmen of each 
tribe and distributed the allotments. The federal government did not permit the Indians to sell their land for a 
number of years. No such provision, however, was required for freedmen and many lost their land to 
“unscrupulous outsiders.” 
 
 

  
 
  
 



  A few links about Clara Luper :  

 

http://www.nea.org/home/33322.htm 

http://roysaccount.blogspot.com/2008/12/ed-kelley-on-clara-luper.html 

http://storiesinamerica.blogspot.com/2005/07/oklahoma-sit-ins-
conversation-with.html 

Rubye and Ira Hall are Oklahoma educators that have made significant contributions to state 
civil rights. Rubye Hall was the first African American to complete a master’s degree from the 
university of Oklahoma Department of English. She then spent 32 years in Oklahoma’s public 
schools. In 1947 she became the second woman and the first African American to be 
appointed to the Oklahoma State Regent for Higher Education. Ira DeVoyd Hall, Sr. served as a 
principal and superintendent of Oklahoma public schools prior to integration. His career 
culminated in his appointment as the first African American Assistant Director of Secondary 
Education for Separate Schools. 

  

Wade Watts was a Baptist minister and an Oklahoma civil rights leader. Living most of his life 
in Eufala, he joined the NAACP at the age of seventeen and remained a lifetime member. From 
1968 to 1984, Watts played a prominent role in the civil rights organization, serving as 
President of the Oklahoma branch, as well as Executive Director. During this time, President 
Johnson appointed him to the national Civil Rights Commission. In addition, he served on the 
Oklahoma Crime commission, and with both the Oklahoma State Penitentiary and the Human 
Rights Commission as chaplain. He met twice with President Carter, and lectured in several 
European countries, addressing relief efforts in Africa. 

 

Civil rights figures :  
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Each African American newspaper had its own unique masthead. The 
masthead, sometimes called nameplate, displayed the title of the newspaper as 
it appeared across the first page of each issue. Some also included phrases or 
statements about the philosophy of its editor. the Oklahoma Guide, The Black 
Dispatch, The Langston City Herald, Muskogee Comet, The Tulsa Star, 
Clearview Tribune, The Muskogee Cimeter 
  
The role of the newspaper as an advocate for social change was essential 
during the years between 1910 and 1964. During these years voting 
restrictions such as the “grandfather clause” severely limited access to the 
legislative, judicial, and executive branches of government. Segregation laws 
did not challenge the constitutional rights for free speech. 
Initially, African American newspapers were printed on small manually 
operated presses, which enabled many people to enter the newspaper 
publishing business. Newspapers throughout the state provided an important 
information link for social, religious, business and political events. 

 

  
Early African American newspapers  

 



Voices of equality – Early African American newspaper editors 

 At least fifty-nine African Americans owned and published  

newspapers throughout the state. Editors and publishers such as  

W.H. Twine of the Muskogee Cimeter, George Perkins if the Guthrie 

 Leader, S.D. Russel of Langston’s Western Age, and A.J. Smitherman  

of the Tulsa Star served as critical voices for social change. 

  

In the 1870’s John William Dunjee, Roscoe Dunjee’s father, published  

a newspaper entitled Harper’s Ferry Messenger. In the Messenger, Dunjee  

wrote… “The colored race cannot gain and hold a true position in the  

civilized world independent of the press. Its power is recognized among all civilized          
people, and those who would keep apace with the advantage of civilization must avail 

themselves of its advantages. It has done, and still  

 doing, much for the Caucasian race, and there is every 

 reason to suppose it will do just as much for the Negro  

race if rightly used. 

  

                        

 Drusilla Dunjee-Houston, John Dunjee’s daughter, was 
one of the earliest female journalists in the territory. She 
had an established newspaper column, wrote editorials, 

and authored several books. 
 



All-black towns 
 Oklahoma’s All-black towns epitomize the unique African American history of the Sooner 
State. Similar to the distinctive history of Freedmen in Indian Territory, the number of Oklahoma 
All-Black towns is unparalleled by any other region of the United States. 
  

From the mid-nineteenth century to 1920 African Americans settled more than fifty identifiable 
towns and communities. Many started as cohesive farming communities that supported 
businesses, schools, and churches, eventually gaining town status. 
Town promoters and townsite companies attracted African Americans to the freedom of a racial 
homogeneity. In these towns, blacks lived relatively free from the prejudices and violence found in 
many communities. These settlements offered open markets for African Americans farmers’ 
produce. Residents could depend on neighbours for social and financial assistance. Historian 
Arthur Tolson stated that African Americans during this period turned t “ideologies of economic 
advancement, self-help, and racial solidarity.” 

  
At the beginning of the twenty-first century, thirteen All-Black towns still exist. Two are 
represented on the Oklahoma Territory region: Brooksville and Langston. Boley, in eastern 
Oklahoma and the old Indian Territory region, may be the most renowned of Oklahoma’s black 
towns. Established in 1903, it had a population of over two thousands. 
   
Several factors contributed to the Black Towns’ downfall:  
the cotton market collapsed. 
The Great Depression of the 1930s forced many residents to search for jobs in larger cities both 
in and out the state. 
Railroads failed, isolating small communities from agricultural markets. 
  
This combination of events doomed many black settlements. Population loss caused the towns’ 
tax base to dwindle, putting them in a financial crisis. Most could never recover. 
 



Taft, Tullahassee, Grayson, Vernon, Summitt, Redbird, Rentiesville, and Clearview are towns 
that still exist in the former Creek Nation. Tatums is located in Carter County in the former 
Chickasaw Nation, and Lima is located in Seminole County, originally he  Seminole Nation. 

 



All Black Towns in Oklahoma territory 
 E.P. McCabe, a former state auditor of Kansas, helped found Langston and encouraged 
African Americans to settle in this All-Black town. To further his cause, McCabe established 
The Langston City Herald and circulated it, often by means of traveling agents, throughout 
the South. McCabe hoped that his tactic would create an African-American political power 
block in Oklahoma Territory. Other African American leaders had a vision of an All-Black 
state. Although this dream was never realized, many All-Black communities sprouted and 
flourished in the rich topsoil of the new territory and, after 1907, the new state.  
Other All-Black towns in eastern and western Oklahoma adopted this method. 
  
 With each successive land opening, newspapers reported that a colony of African 
Americans had congregated at a starting point, poises to claim a new life. On land obtained 
from the 1889 opening of the Unassigned Lands promoters developed towns such as 
Langston, Iconium, Cimarron, and Douglas. In the territory’s second land run, the Sac and 
Fox Opening, approximately 1,500 African Americans made the race. They used Langston as 
headquarters. In this areas the communities of Sweet Home, Black Alley, Dudley Key West, 
and Brooksville developed. The 1892 Cheyenne and Arapaho opening again witnessed 
blacks’ participation, and Udora and Emanuel emerged. African Americans took part in the 
remaining land openings, but not in as great numbers and built fewer towns. 
  
E.P. McCabe and other veterans of the Kansas Exoduster movement desired to make 
Oklahoma a political haven for African Americans, if not an All-Black state. A large number 
of whites seized the opportunity to claim this “free” land- and they overwhelmed the black 
population, crushing McCabe’s and others’ hopes. After statehood, the Oklahoma legislature 
passed Jim Crow laws, segregating African Americans. A territory that many blacks had 
imagined as a kind of “promised land” became indistinguishable from the other Southern 
border states in its racial relations. 
 





Going to church 
Prior to abolition of slavery, African Americans established religious services and churches at 
secret locations in the woods. Through signals, passwords, and messages not discernible to 
whites, they mixed African Americans rhythms, singing, and beliefs with evangelical 
Christianity. 
  
 Negros spirituals contained double meanings relating to religious salvation and freedom 
slavery. Some African Americans believed that God had called them to speak his word. They 
polished their chanted sermons and rhythmic intoned style of extemporaneous preaching. In 
states where slavery did not exist, African Americans joined white churches. 
 Oklahoma received a combination of religious beliefs and practices from the rest of the 
country and Native Americans. Christianity, however, remained the predominant religious 
preference for African Americans by the time Oklahoma opened for settlement in 1889. 
  
Religious expressions 
 Many white owners did not permit African Americans to attend church services, while 
others only allowed them to attend white controlled services. 
 
 Africans enslaved and transported to America brought with them religious beliefs and 
practices. Once they arrived in American, however, white slave owners eliminated their 
traditional customs, languages, and religious practices. 
  
Eventually, the African slave trade ended and the population became truly African American, 
meaning people in American of African descent. However, some songs, rhythms, and healing 
treatments managed to survive. 

 



Blues music 
  
 When the Five Civilized Tribes brought their slaves and plantation culture with them to 
Indian Territory from the south-eastern states of Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Florida, 
they also brought a plantation music culture. Uncle Wallace and Aunt Minerva Willis have 
been credited for composing their spirituals Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Steal Away to Jesus, and 
Roll Jordan Roll. The couple sang these songs as they worked at Spencer Academy in the 
Choctaw Nation. In the early 1870s, Reverend Alexander Reid, the academy’s superintendent, 
forwarded these songs to the Fisk Jubilee Singers, who toured America and Europe to raise 
funds for Fisk University. The performers popularized the songs throughout the world. 
  
 Indian Territory plantations, like their Deep South counterparts, also contained the 
ingredients to develop “blues” music. Among local musicians, the evolving genre expanded 
when influential musicians such as Scott Joplin, Robert Johnson, and Blind Lemon Jefferson 
performed in the state, creating a number of Oklahoma disciples. In 1912 Oklahoma City 
bandleader Hart Wand published the first sheet music of blues entitled Dallas Blues. Charlie 
Christian, Jay McShann, and Jimmy Rushing were only a few of the numerous Oklahoma jazz 
musicians who were propelled to star statue because of a firm tradition in the blues. 
  
 Shape Note (Fa-Sol-La) Singing arrived in Indian Territory in the 1870’s, as teachers 
schooled American Indians and Freedmen to sing religious songs. The students learned to 
sight-read religious music that used geometric shapes to represent various tones (FA-Sol-La-
Mi). Originally, shape-note music used only four pitches, but the late 1800s it had expanded to 
seven (Do-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol-La-Ti). His and other a capella styles dominated southern black 
religious music until the mid-twentieth century, when instruments accompanied the voices, 
creating the modern “gospel” music form. 
 



  

 

Oklahoma’s Jazz Hall of Fame 
Black Oklahomans have influenced a wide variety of music, from the jazz fidding of 
Claude Williams to the country singing of Stoney Edwards and Big AL Downing. 
Edwards, from Seminole, earned country stardom in the 1970’s with his Merle 
Haggard style of music and charted songs such as She’s My Rock and Mississipi You’re 
on My Mind. 
The GAP Band, who took their name from three streets in Tulsa’s  Greenwood District, 
Greenwood, Archer, and Pine, gained popularity in the 1980s as a Rhythm and Blues 
band. The brothers Charlie, Ronnie, and Robert Wilson hit billboard  gold with songs 
like You Dropped a Bomb on Me and Steppin Out. 
In a more classical vein, Enid’s Leona Mitchell is an international opera star. She has 
performed with the most prestigious opera companies, traveling to places throughout 
the world. 
  
 In 1988 the Oklahoma Legislature created Tulsa’s Jazz Hall of Fame to promote 
and preserve jazz, blues and gospel music and honour Oklahoma musicians who have 
made a significant contribution in these genres. Through 2003 seventy-one 
performers had been elected into the hall. The first class contained Zella Page Breaux, 
Charlie Christian, Ernie Filed Sr., Lowell Fulson, Jay McShann, Jessie Mae Renfro Sapp, 
and Claude Fiddler Williams. 
 





Black Wall Streets 
  
African American business 
 districts emerged in many of  
Oklahoma’s larger cities. These  
districts included Second Street in  
Muskogee,Third Street in 
Okmulgee, 
and Wewoka Avenue and  
Little Cedar in Wewoka. 
  
       
 
 In Ardmore the African American 
business district was located on 
East        Main Street and in 
Oklahoma City it was on Northeast 
Second,  an area         known as 
“Deep Deuce”. Tulsa’s Greenwood 
Avenue, also known as “Deep 
Greenwood” or  
“Black Wall Street” served as the 
black business district. 

 



The Greenwood District in Tulsa 

Tulsa Riots 

  In May 1921, an incident between Dick Rowland, a black shoe-shiner and a  
Sarah Page a white girl in an elevator, from which she got out screaming and charging 
him of rape provoked an unstoppable movment of rage among the White community. 
The young man was declared innocent the day after, but venimous articles had already 
been published. From then, violent racial riots broke out, leaving many deads. However, 
reports never really agreed on the exact number of casualities. 





Points of view 

 
 Meeting with Catalina Beltràn, psychologist in non-profit agency « Latino 
Community Development Agency ». My host mom Anny called her for me and 
we met at home. We had a very friendly and intructive talk.  

  



 

 This organisation helps the hispanic immigrated community to integrate. About a half of 
people served just arrived. 

 The agency’s services are to give informations about many fields such as health, 
treatment, foodstamps, what can the government do for me, or where to learn English. 

  

immigration is motivated by better economical opportunities compared to the high rate of 
employment in the home-country or low salaries.  

  Men work in contruction because they’re not asked for documents and are then 
really-well paid. Indeed these jobs present disagreements such as dangerous roofing, bad-
temperatures… She says caucasians are not strong ennough or refuse these working 
conditions, while hispanic workers do, and apparently do well. They also work in agriculture. 

Women are often employed in cleaning or baby-sitting. 

  

  In Oklahoma there are new laws for people who don’t have documents. Oklahoma starts 
to be les oppened to illegal immigrants. However owners of construction companies and 
agricultture employers are opposed to these measures because immigrants actually make the 
company work. 

 In other states, immigration laws are more restrictive. Besides in Oklahoma it pays beter 
and it is cheaper to live. There are also major construction works because of developping 
projects in OKC and oil companies. Thus the town is really attractive. 

 Most immigrants are illegal. Sometimes to work legally, they use someon other’s documents. 

 



 There is a huge quantity of Hispanic who were born in Oklahoma. And if 
you are born in the US you are a citizen. But this advantage is threatened. 

Moms living good in South America may deliver their babies in the US so that 
children get the nationality. This allow them more opportunities and mobility, 
unlike Colombian children for example, who cannot so much later because 
their country is considered as insecure. 

Immigration really improve people’s living conditions : children can study, 
have a comfortable house… 

 We can assume immigrants are globally closer to the Democrat Party ;  but 
people don’t vote much because they are mostly ignortant about political 
matters in their new country. They don’t know how important it is to them to 
push forward their rights ;it is changing though, particularly among young 
people, but not their parents who sometimes don’t even speak English. 

  There’s a little bit of racism. Sometimes they’re refused because they have 
no documents, while they really don’t need any. Toward Asians and African 
Americans it is not too obvious, but still. For example : the police can arrest 
you only to see your documents. And if you don’t have any, you’re deported. 

= Interesting fact : there is no official language in Oklahoma ! Probably 
because there are so many. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

My host sister Valeria, comes from Venezuela. She’s been in Oklahoma for 3 years. Her family got visas because her 
mother, who’s an engineer was called there by the oil company she works for.  They are catholic and brought me to Little 
Flower Church. Val  explains me that immigrating to the US is not easy when you don’t know the language very well, 
what’s the normal thing to do and what’s not, and especially when you don’t know anybody. However to girls from her 
her highschool had immigrated in Oklahoma state too, also because of their parents’ professional carrier.  

 She also points stereotypes. She says people here are kind of self-centered since they’ve got everything or think so 
and don’t feel the need to travel : she’s been asked in what part of Mexico Venezuela was located, if there were cars or if 
they had animals in the backyard… 

 We aslo notice that most of the movies in the world are made by and for Americans, showing them the clichés 
they’re used to and that they want to see. Which dosen’t really help to make them disappear. 

 Valeria travelled a lot but never in South America thus she dosen’t know if it is difficult to travel there. Althought 
she knows to come from Venezuela to the USA or to Europe for tourism, you need to ask several months before just to 
obtain an appointement. Then your demand is considered. 

 



In Westmoore Highschool, I had a talk with Mrs Alejandra Delgadelo Priest, 
Spanish teacher since 1988. 

 She is from Mexico and got married to an American. In Mexico she was a 
soccer coach for female team in an elementary school. She learnt English once 
she arrived in the United States, which was difficult. Even though she was 
married, she couldn’t come to the United States until she got a visa. Indeed the 
process can take over a year : first you ask the immigration officers and pay, then 
wait for your resident st atue to be approved. She is now part of the State 
departement (workshops Tama Ulipas) 

 



She dosen’t go to the Spanish Church except once in a while with her 
mother who came first in the US.  
 She kept the Mexican tradition of the Day of the Dead which takes 
place on 1st November. It is very important because everybody goes to 
the cemetary and cook whatever your ancesters used to cook or drink 
and put it on a table with photos and special flowers out of paper to 
decorate. At certain hours, you pray. It allows you to feel connected to 
your family and neibourghs. Sometimes the whole street is occupied like 
this. It is also a tradition to make jokes on the radio about the governor 
and politicians, pretending they were dead skeletons. 
 She has not involved in politics because she is still learning of the 
goals they purchase. But she cares of who supports immigrants. 
 She has already felt discriminated. She tells that in the early years 
she walked in a bank with her pay check, and wanted to get her money. 
When she saw her, the employee went directly to someone who spoke 
Spanish. 
 In Westmoore High there is a Spanish class that was created 
especially for hispanic students, in order to perfect their language and 
culture. Some of these pupils were born in the USA and consequently 
their Spanish is poor.  
 She is happy she immigrated. She thinks it is easier in her new life to 
get things, good credit, more opportunities… 
 



Meeting with Melissa Lujan, an immigration attorney in the Michael Brooks-
Jimenez law firm,http://brooksjimenez.com/home/index.php/nuestros-
abogados/melissa-lujan 

their website is half in Spanish, half in English since immigration is pretty much 
their « speciality ». We had a very long and interesting talk which particularly 
brought me informations about the naturalization process and regulation laws. 
Here is a summary of what I learnt. 
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 There are two kinds of visa that can be obtained in the US : 
non-immigrant visa (temporary stay, workers, tourists…) 
-immigrant visa. It can be obtained in order to join your family, because you’re sent 
by your employer for a long period, or because you’ve been choosen by the diversity 
lottery. 
 This last possibility aims the underrepresented countries. Educated people are 
chooen by « lottery » ; the more they have extraordinary abilities, the more they can 
be selected. These people don’t hve to wait a long time. 
 Immigration for familial reasons : marry a citizen/someone with a green card, 
join siblings or gather a minor child and its parents. 
In all cases, you have to wait a long time, sometimes for several years, for instance 
the brothers and sisters criterion (because it does not appear like an urgent 
necessity) and people from the Philipines (they already came massively because of 
WW2). The Mexicans also have difficulties to come since they are ‘neighbourgs’ and 
thus so many people have Mexican family in the US. 
If you marry a US citizen you can’t come so easily as well. You need to fix your 
papers with a good lawyer. 
 Refugies can be able to settle in the US, about 90 000 a year asking of 
cancelation of removal. However it’s a hard process. 
Non-immigrants can get a green card if they’re victims of human trafics, or if they 
bring informations to the government.  



A green card is a lawful permanent residence, which makes the United States your 
home. However if you do a crime, it can be removed. 
 Citizenship can be obtained if some comittments are proved : live there for 5 
years, spend at least 50% of your time in the US, a ‘good moral character’ (immoral 
= stealing, forget to pay your taxes, big deal about polygamy…), and pass English 
and history tests. 
 Only the government has authority to decide who’s a citizen and who’s not. 
Therefore the state itself cannot oppose. Nevertheless the states are trying to 
become the executors of this power, and can already apply the fact that it is illegal to 
work on their territory without papers. 
 The birth on the territory gives you the nationality de facto, even if your 
parents are illegaly here. The Oklahoma State is trying to remove this statement by 
passing the law on questionning, already current in Southern States like Georgia. 
 Two categories of people definitly don’t have the right to stay : those who came 
illegaly and those who came legally but nerver left.  
 As a consequence, papers are more and more checked through laws voted by 
the States. For example, driving without a driving licence usually just got you a 
‘ticket’ if you were checked. But now the driver can be jailed if the policeman thinks 
he may not have documents, and because of Oklahoma’s laws, in prison, your 
situation’s regularity is systematically verified. If it is not, the person is expelled. To 
shorten the process, the police now ask directly the driver if he/she is an 
immigrant. According to Ms Lujan, Latinos are much more asked their licence than 
other minorities. As an answer to this kind of accusation, the governement finally 
annoucned that the driving licence would be asked to every driver. 
 



 A ‘temporary protected status’ law was passed to let anybody from Haiti or 
Honduras to come during the hurricans and crisis that occured in their country. 
However these status can expire anytime. Ms Lujan judges that these laws are 
extremly complicated and create a lot of misundertanding and frustration, the 
governement gets confused about it. 
 
 There’s a huge Asian/Meaddle-Eastern population among students 
without documents. 
A special Court for childen who came illegaly was created. It determines what’s 
better for the abandonned child. 
The journey of the illegals 
 Some illegal immigrants buy fake green cards/visas. Others an be smugged 
in trucks. Mexicans may come across the borders through the desert, sneaking 
out. They meet somewhere in the desert and by groups they try crossing for 
sometimes two days with ther whole family (walking, waiting and sleeping in 
the desert by night, bearing the very low and very high temperatures). They 
can be professional smugglers who show them the way. 
 The desert presents many risks, apart from temperatures. Ms Lujan 
mentions criminals kidnapping women and children, who can be sexually 
assaulted. The kidnappers ask ransoms to families. When they are too poor to 
get back everyone, the abducted ones never reappear. Besides immigrants can 
be victim of shootings that occure because of drug traffics. In a word, it is a 
horrible jouney. 
 



Once arrived, the troubles are not over. Indeed if you’re in the US 
since you’re for instance 2 years old, which implies that you can’t 
remember you ever lived in an other place, you have no way to 
make your situaiton legal. People in this case may be sent back, in 
a country they don’t belong, after many years, and they’re 
desperate because it’s extremly difficult to come back since they 
have no ‘valuable’ reason to do so. 

  

A lot of civil wars in the 1980s occured in Guatemala and other 
South America countries. This brought a lot of immigrants. 
However the illegal children couldn’t got to school or do anything 
productive, hence the multiplication of gangs and drug traffics 
among them. Identified as trouble makers, they were sent back 
and became worse, creating more insecurity in their home 
country, incitating more people to leave illegaly, etc… 

  

The borders with Canada are not so controlled.  



http://sde.state.ok.us/Services/Conference/GlobalCompetence
/pdf/GlobalCompetencePosters_quotes.pdf 

Oklahoma Department of Education has realized 
posters about open-mindedness to other cultures 
and people. To see more :  
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